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tion in the elementary and secondary schools, and on the
penalties to be meted out to university professors and secondary-
school teachers for very serious offences; they must be con-
sulted on the merits of candidates to be appointed to professor-
ships in the universities. The three central inspectors, chosen
by the King, must see that the schools and establishments
coming under their jurisdiction work smoothly and effectively
in accordance with the laws and regulations; they suggest the
names of possible members for the boards which choose the new
teachers; and give their advice on the penalties and rewards due
to the teachers.
The local administration includes: (a) the Royal Supervisor
(Provveditore) of Studies; (b) the Royal Provincial Inspector of
Schools; and (c) the Provincial Scholastic Council. These
authorities reside in the main town (capoluogo) of each county
(provinda) of the Kingdom. The Supervisor represents the
Minister for all purposes connected with the classical and techni-
cal secondary schools of his province. The Inspector has a
similar power over the elementary schools1 and training colleges
for teachers. The Provincial Scholastic Council is a mixed body;
it is presided over by the Supervisor and includes, besides the
Provincial Inspector and the headmasters of the classical and
technical schools, two representatives of the provincial autono-
mous administration, and two representatives of the communal
administrations of the province. The universities do not come
under any local authority, except the heads of the universities
themselves; the King appoints a Rector for each university from
among its professors; the Rector remains in charge for one year.
Pre-elementary education is not dealt with in this law; it is
left to develop as before, under the control and on the initiative
of local bodies and private individuals. Elementary instruction
is given to children of both sexes from their sixth year. The
elementary schools are divided into a lower and a higher course,
each of them lasting two years. The subjects taught in the lower
course are: religion, reading, writing, arithmetic, the Italian
language (French in the French communes), and the metric
system; the same subjects are continued in the higher course,
and others are added, viz., book-keeping, geography, national
history, and some practical elements of physics and natural
science; girls are taught needlework, and boys elementary
geometry. Elementary instruction is free, and provided by the
communes. Each commune is hound to set up at least one lower
course for boys and one for girls in every inhabited place where
there are at least fifty children of school age, i.e., between six
and eleven; should the commune be too poor or scantily